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Air Quality in Different Cities  

June 19, 2020, 03:00-04:00 IST (Hourly Average) 

Delhi  Air Quality was in 'Moderately Polluted' category in comparison to other cities in India and Globally. 
Data Source: Berkeley Earth

"Delhi Air Quality" for last 30 days



Average PM 2.5 values for 10 Stations (Dilshad Garden, Shadipur, NSIT Dwarka, ITO, DTU, Siri Fort, Anand

Vihar, Mandir Marg, R.K Puram and Punjabi Bagh) 

* WHO - World Health Organization 

* NAAQS - National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

During the last 30 days, Delhi Air Quality was in "Very Poor" category.    
Data Source: CPCB

Delhi Long Term Air Quality Trend 

PM 2.5 values from 10 monitoring stations in Delhi (Dilshad Garden, Shadipur, NSIT Dwarka, ITO, DTU, Siri Fort,

Anand Vihar, Mandir Marg, R.K Puram and Punjabi Bagh) 

Note: Data for 2019 has been considered till the month of November 2019 only 

* NAAQS - National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

Average Air Quality has marginally improved in 2019 vis-a-vis 2018,2017 & 2016   
Source: Data from 10 monitoring stations (CPCB)

Delhi Air Quality trend in terms of days from good to severe category 



The graph represents the no. of days in each category i.e. Good to Severe for last three years (2016-2018). The

no. of days in severe category reduced from 29 (2016) to 09 (2017) and then increased to 20 in 2018.  
Source: CPCB

Air quality health impacts 



Thought Leadership  

Opinion | No, the lockdown is not a green
moment 

COVID-19 and the consequent lockdown underscore the fact

that equity has to be fundamental to improving the environment

and is central to any vision of sustainable development. 

Source: The hIndu  

New Measures and Initiatives 

COVID-19 lockdown-like interventions may
help combat air pollution in India, say
scientists 

The lockdowns enforced due to the COVID-19 pandemic led to

large improvement in air quality in India, say scientists who

suggest that such interventions may be used as a possible

emergency measure to combat severe air pollution episodes

like those witnessed in Delhi-NCR region during the winter

months.

Source: The Hindu  

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/opinion-no-the-lockdown-is-not-a-green-moment/article31645692.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/covid-19-lockdown-like-interventions-may-help-combat-air-pollution-in-india-say-scientists/article31746151.ece


Artificial Intelligence technology to predict air
pollution spikes 

New Artificial Intelligence (AI) technology will predict air

pollution levels one hour in advance based on a flow of

captured vehicle and air quality data.

Source: Air Quality News.com

Health Impact  

Climate crisis poses serious risks for
pregnancy, investigation finds 

More than a decade of overwhelming evidence links air

pollution and heat exposure with negative pregnancy outcomes

in the US, according to a new review of dozens of studies.

Source: The Guardian  

Air pollution, heat linked to increased risk of
premature birth 

Pregnant women exposed to air pollution or heat waves face a

greater risk of having a preterm or underweight baby, a new

research review finds.

Source: UPI

International Developments  

Battling air pollution, Warsaw becomes first
Polish city to join EBRD Green Cities 

PolandÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s capital Warsaw has become the country's first

city to join EBRD Green Cities, the European Bank for

Reconstruction and Developments flagship urban sustainability

programme, the EBRD said on June 18.

Source: New Europe  

http://airqualitynews.com/2020/06/12/artifical-intelligence-technology-to-predict-air-pollution-spikes/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jun/18/climate-change-air-pollution-investigation-study
https://www.upi.com/Health_News/2020/06/18/Air-pollution-heat-linked-to-increased-risk-of-premature-birth/2551592504435/
https://www.neweurope.eu/article/battling-air-pollution-warsaw-becomes-first-polish-city-to-join-ebrd-green-cities/


COVID-19 makes air pollution a top concern
worldwide 

At least two-thirds of people in countries home to a fifth of the

world's population support stricter laws and enforcement to

tackle air pollution, the Clean Air Fund said Wednesday. 

Source: Hindustan Times 

New Research (study) or Policy 

Vehicular pollution 60% up in Mumbai after
lockdown curbs relaxed: SAFAR 

Since lockdown restrictions were relaxed on June 1, the city

has recorded a sharper rise in levels of traffic pollution than

other major cities in India. 

Source: The Hindustan Times

COVID-19 lockdown-like interventions may help
combat air pollution in India, say scientists 

The lockdowns enforced due to the COVID-19 pandemic led to

large improvement in air quality in India, say scientists who

suggest that such interventions may be used as a possible

emergency measure to combat severe air pollution episodes

like those witnessed in Delhi-NCR region during the winter

months. 

Source: The Hindu

New Technology 

Post-coronavirus, India must shift EV
goalposts, adopt available alternative fuels
like auto LPG: Auto LPG Coalition 

Indian Auto LPG Coalition, which has been highlighting the

environmental benefits of transport fuel Auto LPG, stated that

pushing the automobile sector singularly on shifting to the

https://www.deccanherald.com/science-and-environment/covid-19-makes-air-pollution-a-top-concern-worldwide-report-850829.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/mumbai-news/vehicular-pollution-60-up-in-mumbai-after-lockdown-curbs-relaxed-safar/story-3zO3fq1HfdTyKshgO8gTBJ.html
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/covid-19-lockdown-like-interventions-may-help-combat-air-pollution-in-india-say-scientists/article31746151.ece
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/auto/auto-news/post-coronavirus-india-must-shift-ev-goalposts-adopt-available-alternative-fuels-like-auto-lpg/articleshow/75180395.cms


Electric Vehicle space - particularly in the current situation will

spell further doom for the sector.

Source: The Economic Times 

Budget 2020: Plug-in grant for electric
vehicles cut 

TThe plug-in grant for certain electric vehicles (EVs) has been

cut with immediate effect, after funding was secured for another

three years.

Source: Fleet News
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